
Name: ________________

Write one word in each gap. The first one is done for you.

Balaram Appears

Lord Krishna has many (1) incarnations  and many forms. All the forms are the same 
God. Sometimes all the (2)				    look the same. Sometimes each form 
looks a little (3)	  from the others. In each different form, Krishna has 
a different mood. Each expanded form of (4)  likes to be a servant of 
Krishna. It is so much fun to (5) Krishna that He likes to do it Him-
self! This is the story of how the first expansion of Krishna, Lord (6)  
appeared on earth.
	
The demon king, Kamsa, had heard that (7)  eighth child would kill 
him, and he was (8)  Narada Muni had also told Kamsa that many 
demigods were taking birth in the Yadu family. Then (9)  got really 
scared and decided that any of Devaki’s (10)  might kill him. So, 
Kamsa put Devaki and her husband, Vasudeva, in (11) . They had 
heavy chains on their bodies so they couldn’t (12)  away.
	
Devaki had six babies in Kamsa’s prison. Kamsa killed (13)  baby. 
Devaki and Vasudeva were very (14)  to lose their babies. They wait-
ed for Krishna to come. Then Balarama went into Devaki’s womb. Balarama is an 
(15)  of Krishna. He serves Krishna by getting Devaki’s womb ready 
for (16)  to come.
	
Then Krishna told (17)  to bring Balarama from Devaki’s womb 
to Rohini’s womb. Rohini is also a wife of (18) . Yogamaya didn’t 
think she was powerful enough to do that. Krishna said He will (19)  
her. When Balarama left Devaki’s womb, Kamsa thought the (20)
had died. He was sad because he wanted to (21)  the child himself! 
Then Yogamaya told Rohini, “I am bringing Devaki’s child and putting Him in your 
womb.” Rohini was very happy. So, Balarama has two (22) !
	



	 Lord Krishna has many incarnations and many omrfs. All		 	 1	  forms 
	 the forms are the sema God. Sometimes all the forms look	 	 2	 ________
	 the same. Sometimes each form looks a little refnitdfe from	 	 3	 ________
	 the others. In ehca different form, Krishna has a different		 	 4	 ________
	 mood. Each expanded form of Krishna slkei to be a	 	 	 5________
	 savtren of Krishna. It is so much fun to serve Krishna that	 	 6
	 He likes to do it Himself! This is the ytrso of how the first	 	 ________
	 expansion of Krishna, Lord Balarama, ereappad on earth.		 	 8________
	
	 The demon king, Kamsa, had ardeh that Devaki’s eighth	 	 	 9	 ________
	 ldich would kill him, and he was scared. Narada Muni had	 	 10	 ________
	 also told Kamsa that many oddemgis were taking birth in		 	 11	 ________
	 the Yadu family. Then Kamsa got really racdse and		 	 	 12	 ________
	 decided that any of Devaki’s children hmgit kill him. So,	 	 	 13	 ________
	 Kamsa put Devaki and her dsaubhn, Vasudeva, in prison.		 	 14	 ________
	 They had yheav chains on their bodies so they couldn’t run	 	 15	 ________
	 yaaw.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 16	 ________
	
	 Devaki had six babies in Kamsa’s pniros. Kamsa killed	 	 	 17	 ________
	 each baby. Devaki and Vasudeva were very sad to elos	 	 	 18	 ________
	 their babies. They tideaw for Krishna to come. Then	 	 	 19	 ________
	 Balarama went into Devaki’s ombw. Balarama is an	 	 	 20	 ________
	 expansion of Krishna. He evssre Krishna by getting	 	 	 21	 ________
	 Devaki’s womb daery for Krishna to come.	 	 	 	 	 22	 ________
	
	 Then Krishna told Yogamaya to rignb Balarama from	 	 	 23	 ________
	 Devaki’s womb to Rohini’s womb.	
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Name                           
Look at the jumbled words in the passage. 
Then write the correct words on the right. 

Balarama Appears



Name: ________________

Look at the jumbled words in the passage. Then write the correct words on the
right.

Balaram Appears (Teacher’s copy)

	 Lord Krishna has many incarnations and many omrfs. All		 1	  forms 
	 the forms are the sema God. Sometimes all the forms look	 2	  same 
	 the same. Sometimes each form looks a little refnitdfe from	 3	  different 
	 the others. In ehca different form, Krishna has a different		 4	  each 
	 mood. Each expanded form of Krishna slkei to be a	 	 5	  likes 
	 savtren of Krishna. It is so much fun to serve Krishna that	 6	  servant 
	 He likes to do it Himself! This is the ytrso of how the first	 7	  story 
	 expansion of Krishna, Lord Balarama, ereappad on earth.		 8	  appeared 
	
	 The demon king, Kamsa, had ardeh that Devaki’s eighth	 	 9	  heard 
	 ldich would kill him, and he was scared. Narada Muni had	 10	  child 
	 also told Kamsa that many oddemgis were taking birth in		 11	  demigods 
	 the Yadu family. Then Kamsa got really racdse and		 	 12	  scared 
	 decided that any of Devaki’s children hmgit kill him. So,	 	 13	  might 
	 Kamsa put Devaki and her dsaubhn, Vasudeva, in prison.		 14	  husband 
	 They had yheav chains on their bodies so they couldn’t run	 15	  heavy 
	 yaaw.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 16	  away 
	
	 Devaki had six babies in Kamsa’s pniros. Kamsa killed	 	 17	  prison 
	 each baby. Devaki and Vasudeva were very sad to elos	 	 18	  lose 
	 their babies. They tideaw for Krishna to come. Then	 	 19	  waited 
	 Balarama went into Devaki’s ombw. Balarama is an	 	 20	  womb 
	 expansion of Krishna. He evssre Krishna by getting	 	 21	  serves 
	 Devaki’s womb daery for Krishna to come.	 	 	 	 22	  ready 
	
	 Then Krishna told Yogamaya to rignb Balarama from	 	 23	  bring 
	 Devaki’s womb to Rohini’s womb. Rohini is also a fiew of	 24	  wife 
 



Balaram Kills Romaharsana

Three Level Guide

Level 1
Tick those statements that are facts and cross those that are not. 
Be ready to give reasons for your decision.

	  The Kurus and Pandavas were enemies.
	  Romaharsana was the best of the brahmanas.
	  Romaharsna was initiated by Vyasadev.
	  Everyone worshipped Lord Balarama.
	  The sages told Balarama to tour the holy places for a year.
	  Romaharshana offered obeisnces from the vyasasana.

Level 2
Tick those statements you think are true from what the text suggests. 
Find evidence in the text to support your answers. 

	  Lord Balarama was not in favour of the war.
	  The sages were happy with Balarama for killing Romaharshana.
	  Lord Balarama favoured the Pandavas.
	  If you study the scriptures you will know God.
	  The sages accepted Balarama’s killing of Romaharsana.
	  Balarama doesn’t accept the sages opinions. 

Level 3
Reading beyond the lines. Tick those statements you agree with 
using what the author says and what you know. Be prepared to back up your 
argument with reasons. 
	
	  Blessings of the sages must come true.
	  If you chant Hare Krishns you will be free from sin.
	  We should respect all living beings.



“Say It”

Lord Balarama Marries Revati

In your group ask the person on your right side a question from the boxes. You might say 
A2 and the person to your right tells how you show respect or C3 and you how you could 
please the Lord. Go around the group until everyone has had at least one turn. You can ask 
the same question more than once. The group size could be between 4-6. You could also 
do a “Say it” just with one other person such as your Mum or Dad or a brother or sister.

A1 
You are Lord 
Brahma.
Why did you laugh 
at the king?

A2
You are King 
Kakudmi.
How did show 
respect to Lord 
Brahma?

A3
Lord’s arrangement-
Tell about a time 
when your plan did 
not work,
But something better 
happened.

B2
Lifespans

Name 2 living enti-
ties and say
How their lifespans 
are different.

B1
Time

When did time 
seem different  
(flew by or vice 
versa) for you?

B3
You are Lord 
Brahma.
What did you say 
about Lord Balar-
ama?

C2
You are Revati.
How did you feel 
when your father 
and Lord Brahma 
spoke together?

C1
You are King 
Kakudmi.
What happened 
after you left Brah-
maloka?

C3
How can you please 
the Suprme Lord?



Lord Balaram Marries Revati

Three Level Guide

Level 1
Tick those statements that are facts and cross those that are not. 
Be ready to give reasons for your decision.

 King Kakudmi wanted to arrange his daughter’s marriage quickly.
 Lord Brahma initially did not want to speak to King Kakudmi.
 King Kakudmi had no idea of the time in Brahmaloka.
 The king was cheated of his kingdom. 
 Lord Brahma gave good advice to King Kakudmi.
 The musical show went for a long time.

Level 2
Tick those statements you think are true from what the text suggests. 
Find evidence in the text to support your answers. 

 The king was disappointed that his plan had failed.
 Lord Brahma laughed because the king’s question was ridiculous.
 King Kakudmi regretted leaving his kingdom for such a long time.
 It would have been better for King Kakudmi and Revati not to have 		
       gone to Brahmaloka. 
 Revati would rather have married someone that she knew.

Level 3
Reading beyond the lines. Tick those statements you agree with 
using what the author says and what you know. Be prepared to back up your 
argument with reasons. 
	
 Parents should arrange everything for their children..
 Time on this planet is very insignificant compared with eternal time. 
 It is always better to act independently and make one’s own arrange-
ments.



King Kakudmi had a daughter named Revati. She was most beautiful and qualified. 
She was ready for marriage. The king went with Revati to see Lord Brahma in Brahm-
aloka. He wanted to ask Brahma to suggest a good husband..

Lord Balarama Marries Revati

When he arrived there, Lord Brahma was listening to music. Gandharvas sung and 
danced. Brahma did not have time to talk with him. Therefore Kakudmi waited. At the 
end of the musical show he offered his obeisances to Lord Brahma.

The king asked who would be good husband for Revati. Brahma laughed loudly. He 
said to Kakudmi, “Time is different here. You have been here for a few minutes. But 
the four yugas have passed 27 times on earth. Every boy you knew and might want 
Revati to marry has already died. Even all their sons and grandsons are now gone. 
Nobody even knows their names.”

Lord Brahma continued, “Please, leave here with your daughter. Offer her to Lord Ba-
ladeva. He is most powerful and lives forever. And what is more, He is the Supreme 
Lord. He is the well-wisher of all living entities.”

Thus, Kakudmi received this order from Lord Brahma. He offered him obeisances and 
returned to his kingdom. He saw that his palace was empty. No one was there. There-
after king Kakudmi gave his daughter Revati to powerful Balarama. Then he went to 
the forest to please the Supreme Lord.



Lord Balarama took permission of the brahmanas in Naimisaranya to visit the holy 
places. He walked along river banks, took bath in the rivers, and worshiped in tem-
ples. He made offerings to forefathers and sages. After a while He came to where the 
River Ganges mixes with the Sarasvati and Yamuna.

After he bathed in those three rivers, He went to many other holy places. He came to 
where the Ganges mixes with the ocean. Then He walked towards Mahendra Moun-
tain. There he met Lord Parasurama and paid his obeisances to him. He visited many 
temples in the western part of India.

Balarama Tours the Sacred Places

He continued to southern India. He went to Tirupati. Then he visited the biggest Vish-
nu temple in the world, where Lord Ramacandra is worshipped. Then he went to the 
place where Lord Ramacandra built the stone bridge to Lanka. After that he visited the 
great sage Agastya in the Malaya Hills. He went to a temple of Kanyakumari. Rama-
candra also visited there millions of years ago.

After going to many temples and holy rivers, Lord Balarama came to Kuruksetra. At 
that time, the Kurus and Pandavas were fighting there. Duryodhana and Bhima were 
fighting with clubs. After going to many temples and holy rivers, Lord Balarama came 
to Kuruksetra. At that time, the Kurus and Pandavas were fighting there. Duryodhana 
and Bhima were fighting with clubs.



King Yudisthira and his brothers bowed down to Balarama. But they did not say any-
thing. They knew that Balarama had taught Duryodhana how to fight with a club. So 
they thought that maybe Balarama would want Duryodhana to win.

Bhima and Duryodhana were fighting so expertly, it looked almost like they were 
dancing! Lord Balarama liked both of them and wanted them to stop. He said, “You 
both are great warriors. Bhima is stronger. But Duryodhana fights better with the club. 
Therefore you are equal. Please stop this fight!”

It was good advice from Balarama. But both Bhima and Duryodhana continued fight-
ing. They were very determined. Each of them remembered the insults the other had 
said. They became like madmen. Therefore, Balarama decided to return to Dvaraka.

In Dvaraka his friends and relatives welcomed him. After this, he went back to 
Naimisaranya forest. There was an assembly of sages there. He performed sacrifices 
with them.  He told them about the soul, the material world, and how we can become 
perfect. Then he took bath and dressed in silk clothes and beautiful jewelry. He looked 
like a shining moon.



“Say It”

In your group ask the person on your right side a question from the boxes. You 
might say A2 and the person to your right tells what Balarama says to Bhima 
and Duryodhana or C3 and you say what you learnt from Balarama. Go around 
the group until everyone has had at least one turn. You can ask the same ques-
tion more than once. The group size could be between 4-6. You could also do a 
“Say it” just with one other person such as your Mum or Dad or a brother or sister. 

A1 
You are Balarama
Why did you de-
cide to travel back 
to Dvarkara?

A2
You are Balarama.
What did you say 
to Bhima and Du-
ryodhana?

A3
You are Duryod-
hana.
Why did you 
keep fighting with 
Bhima?

B2
Tell the story of 
Lord Ramacandra 
building the bridge 
to Lanka.

B1
Describe the big-
gest temple you 
have visited.

B3
You are Balarama.
What holy places 
did you travel to.

C2
You are visiting 
holy places. How 
do you worship in 
the temple?

C1
You are Yudis-
thira.
Why did you not 
speak to Balaram?

C3
You are in 
Naimisaranya.
What do you learn 
from Balaram when 
he returns to your 
place?



Verb Story 
 

Read the story of Lord Balaram travelling to the holy paces. When you 
are finished display the verbs. The list below is of the first three 
paragraphs. The third paragraph verbs are separated from the first two 
in case you only require two paragraphs for your students. You should 
write the verbs on the board, display them on an OHT or digital 
projector. The task is to reproduce the text as accurately as possible 
using the verbs as a prompt. 

 
took permission 
to visit 
walked 
took bath 
worshiped 
made 
came 
mixes 
bathed 
went 
came 
mixes 
walked 
met 
paid 
visited 
 
continued 
went 
visited 
worshipped 
went 
built 
visited 
went 
visited 



Lord Balaram Visits the Holy Places

Three Level Guide

Level 1
Tick those statements that are facts and cross those that are not. 
Be ready to give reasons for your decision.

	  Lord Balaram received blessings from the brahmanas to travel.
	  Lord Balarama bathed in many holy rivers.
	  Lord Balaram worshipped Mother Sarasvati
	  Lord Balaram fought with Lord Parasuram.
	  Lord Balaram fought in the Kuruksetra war.
	  The Pandavas spoke with Balarama.

Level 2
Tick those statements you think are true from what the text suggests. 
Find evidence in the text to support your answers. 

	  Lord Ramacandra visited Kanyakumari.
	  This tour took place during the battle of Kuruksetra.
	  Lord Balarama favoured the Kauravas.
	  Bhima and Duryodhana were dancers.
	  Balaram returned to Dvarkara because He was disappointed
	   with Bhima and Duryodhana.
	  Balarama was a preacher.

Level 3
Reading beyond the lines. Tick those statements you agree with 
using what the author says and what you know. Be prepared to back up your 
argument with reasons. 
	
	  Travelling to holy places is purifying.
	  India is a special country because many incarnations appeared 	
	   there.
	  When people are angry they don’t hear good advice.



Name ____________________

Write one word in each gap. The first one is done for you.

Liberation of Balvala

	 The sages had asked Lord Balarama to kill the (1) Balvala  demon. The demon
	 came two (2)__________ every month. He would throw nasty things into the sacrificial
	 arena, such as blood, stool, urine, and wine. Lord Balarama got (3)__________ to
	 meet the demon.
	
	 Balvala came to attack the sacred (4)__________. First, a huge hailstorm appeared.
	 Dust covered the sky. There (5)__________ a filthy smell in the air. Balvala then
	 showered a rain of urine and stool (6)__________ the sacrificial arena. Then the demon
	 himself appeared with a big trident in his (7)__________. Balvala was huge and black.
	 His hair and beard and moustache were reddish. (8)__________ mouth appeared very
	 dangerous.
		
	 Lord Balarama thought about how (9)__________ smash the demon. He called His plow
	 and (10)__________ to come. He prepared to attack. Balvala flew into the sky. Balarama
	 caught the demon (11)__________the plow, and dragged him down. Then Balarama
	 smashed his head with His club. Balvala’s forehead (12)__________ to bleed. He
	 screamed loudly and (13)__________ down dead.
	
	 The inhabitants of Naimisaranya offered (14)__________ and blessings to Lord
	 Balarama. “Lord Balarama never fails,” they (15)__________ to each other. Then they
	 bathed Balarama. They gave him very nice new clothes (16)__________ ornaments. They
	 hung a lotus garland of victory (17)__________ his neck.

	

	  



Name ____________________

Write one word in each gap. The first one is done for you.

Liberation of Balvala

	 The sages had asked Lord Balarama to kill the (1) Balvala  demon. The demon
	 came two (2)__________ every month. He would throw nasty things into the sacrificial
	 arena, such as blood, stool, urine, and wine. Lord Balarama got (3)__________ to
	 meet the demon.
	
	 Balvala came to attack the sacred (4)__________. First, a huge hailstorm appeared.
	 Dust covered the sky. There (5)__________ a filthy smell in the air. Balvala then
	 showered a rain of urine and stool (6)__________ the sacrificial arena. Then the demon
	 himself appeared with a big trident in his (7)__________. Balvala was huge and black.
	 His hair and beard and moustache were reddish. (8)__________ mouth appeared very
	 dangerous.
		
	 Lord Balarama thought about how (9)__________ smash the demon. He called His plow
	 and (10)__________ to come. He prepared to attack. Balvala flew into the sky. Balarama
	 caught the demon (11)__________the plow, and dragged him down. Then Balarama
	 smashed his head with His club. Balvala’s forehead (12)__________ to bleed. He
	 screamed loudly and (13)__________ down dead.
	
	 The inhabitants of Naimisaranya offered (14)__________ and blessings to Lord
	 Balarama. “Lord Balarama never fails,” they (15)__________ to each other. Then they
	 bathed Balarama. They gave him very nice new clothes (16)__________ ornaments. They
	 hung a lotus garland of victory (17)__________ his neck.

	 Use each of these words to fill in the blanks.

	  

	 and 

	 around 

	 hand 

	 His 

with 

times 		

 started 

was

club 

place 

on 

prayers

ready 

to 		

fell 

said



	 The gseas had asked Lord Balarama to kill the Balvala	 	 	 1	  sages 
	 demon. The demon came two times every ohmnt. He would	 	 2	 ________
	 throw nasty inhgst into the sacrificial arena, such as blood,	 	 3	 ________
	 stool, urine, and neiw. Lord Balarama got ready to meet	 	 	 4	 ________
	 the ndemo.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 5	 ________
	
	 Balvala came to attack the arcsed place. First, a huge	 	 	 6	 ________
	 hailstorm appeared. ustD covered the sky. There was a	 	 	 7	 ________
	 filthy lselm in the air. Balvala then showered a rain of urine	 	 8	 ________
	 and stool on the sacrificial arena. Then the demon flismhe		 	 9	 ________
	 appeared with a big ditetnr in his hand. Balvala was huge		 	 10	 ________
	 and cklab. His hair and beard and moustache were	 	 	 	 11	 ________
	 ihdrdse. His mouth appeared very dangerous.	 	 	 	 12	 ________
	
	
	 Lord Balarama thought about how to hassm the demon. He	 	 13	 ________
	 called His plow and club to moec. He prepared to attack.	 	 	 14	 ________
	 Balvala wlef into the sky. Balarama caught the demon with	 	 15	 ________
	 the plow, and dggader him down. Then Balarama smashed	 	 16	 ________
	 his head with His lubc. Balvala’s forehead started to bleed.	 	 17	 ________
	 He dsceeamr loudly and fell down dead.	 	 	 	 	 18	 ________
	
	 The inhabitants of Naimisaranya rdofeef prayers and	 	 	 19	 ________
	 blessings to Lord Balarama. “Lord Balarama eenrv fails,”		 	 20	 ________
	 they said to each other. Then they abedth Balarama. They		 	 21	 ________
	 gave him very nice new clothes and aenomstrn. They hung	 	 22	 ________
 	 a lotus garland of viyrtco around his neck.	 	 	 	 	 23	 ________
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Name                           
Look at the jumbled words in the passage. 
Then write the correct words on the right. 

Liberation of Balvala



Name: ________________

Look at the jumbled words in the passage. Then write the correct words on the
right.

Liberation of Balvala. (Teacher’s copy)

	

The gseas had asked Lord Balarama to kill the Balvala	 	 1	  sages 
demon. The demon came two times every ohmnt. He would	 2	  month 
throw nasty inhgst into the sacrificial arena, such as blood,	 3	  things 
stool, urine, and neiw. Lord Balarama got ready to meet	 	 4	  wine 
the ndemo.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 5	  demon 
	
Balvala came to attack the arcsed place. First, a huge	 	 6	  sacred 
hailstorm appeared. ustD covered the sky. There was a	 	 7	  Dust 
filthy lselm in the air. Balvala then showered a rain of urine	 8	  smell 
and stool on the sacrificial arena. Then the demon flismhe		 9	  himself 
appeared with a big ditetnr in his hand. Balvala was huge		 10	  trident 
and cklab. His hair and beard and moustache were	 	 	 11	  black 
ihdrdse. His mouth appeared very dangerous.	 	 	 12	  reddish 
	
	
Lord Balarama thought about how to hassm the demon. He	 13	  smash 
called His plow and club to moec. He prepared to attack.	 	 14	  come 
Balvala wlef into the sky. Balarama caught the demon with	 15	  flew 
the plow, and dggader him down. Then Balarama smashed	 16	  dragged 
his head with His lubc. Balvala’s forehead started to bleed.	 17	  club 
He dsceeamr loudly and fell down dead.	 	 	 	 18	  screamed 
	
The inhabitants of Naimisaranya rdofeef prayers and	 	 19	  offered 
blessings to Lord Balarama. “Lord Balarama eenrv fails,”		 20	  never 
they said to each other. Then they abedth Balarama. They		 21	  bathed 
gave him very nice new clothes and aenomstrn. They hung	 22	  ornaments 
a lotus garland of viyrtco around his neck.	 	 	 	 23	  victory 
 



Name: ________________

Look at the meanings on the right, solve the anagrams and write the correct 
words in the gaps. 

Dhenukasura 

1 loewfpru possessing great strength 
 ________ 

2 teerxp having special skill 
 ______ 

3 eidngsir longing for 
 ________ 

 4 nkirejg sudden pulling 
 _______ 

5 aacdektt acted against 
 ________ 

6 resalve many 
 _______ 

7 dleehwe circular motion 
 _______ 

8 ftae noteworthy acheivement 
 ____ 

9 vtnalaa the name of the forest 
 _______ 

10 ridafa frightened 
 ______ 



Name: ________________

Look at the meanings on the right, solve the anagrams and write the correct 
words in the gaps. 

Dhenukasura (Teacher's copy) 

1 loewfpru possessing great strength 
 powerful 

2 teerxp having special skill 
 expert 

3 eidngsir longing for 
 desiring 

4 nkirejg sudden pulling 
 jerking 

5 aacdektt acted against 
 attacked 

6 resalve many 
 several 

7 dleehwe circular motion 
 wheeled 

8 ftae noteworthy acheivement 
 feat 

9 vtnalaa the name of the forest 
 talavan 

10 ridafa frightened 
 afraid 



Dhenuka Crossword 
 

11                              

          22                    

33                              

              44      55          

        66                      

                              

    77                          

                              

  88      99                      

                              

        1100                      

                              

                              

                              

                              

 
Across  
3.  circular motion (7) 6.  acted against (8) 
7.  having special skill (6) 8.  donkeys (5) 
10.  sudden pulling (7)  
Down  
1.  possessing much strength (8) 2.  noteworthy achievement (4) 
4.  one of the senses (5) 5.  longing for (8) 
9.  take pleasure in (5) 
 
 



                                     Dhenuka

	 “Balarama and Krishna!” said their neidfsr Sridama,	 	 	 1	  friends 
	 Subala and Stokakrsna. “You can kill enosdm! We see	 	 	 2	 ________
	 Balarama’s strong rsam. The Dhenuka demon is in a	 	 	 3	 ________
	 donkey shape. He is in the Tala rsoeft. Dhenuka and his	 	 	 4	 ________
	 demon friends are very cryas. All the other animals and the	 	 5	 ________
	 birds have left the Tala Forest. No plepoe go there. But	 	 	 6	 ________
	 now the fruits are ready to eta. They are ripe. We can smell	 	 7	 ________
	 how weset they are even though we are far away. There	 	 	 8	 ________
	 must be lots of ripe fruit on the eerts and the ground. Would	 	 9	 ________
	 you go there and kill tsohe demons?”	 	 	 	 	 	 10	 ________
	
	 Krishna and Balarama lseimd. They wanted to make their		 	 11	 ________
	 friends hpayp. They went with the boys to the Tala Forest.	 	 12	 ________
	 Balarama yanked the trees there. He pulled them arhd. All	 	 13	 ________
	 the fruits fell down and made a lot of oines. The Dhenuka		 	 14	 ________
	 demon got dma. He ran to Balarama. He was very heavy.		 	 15	 ________
	 His running sookh lots of trees. It was as if there was a	 	 	 16	 ________
	 storm in the frotes.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 17	 ________
	
	 The Dhenuka demon kicked Balarama’s sthec with his	 	 	 18	 ________
	 back legs. Balarama didn’t ays anything and just stood	 	 	 19	 ________
	 there. Then Dhenuka kicked Balarama drerah. Balarama	 	 	 20	 ________
	 then used one hand to grab the demon’s elg. He spun the	 	 	 21	 ________
	 demon in a circle and then rtewh him into the biggest tree.	 	 22	 ________
	 The tree fell onto roeth trees that fell down, too.	 	 	 	 23	 ________

1. friends            
2.                        
3.                        
4.                        
5.                        
6.                        
7.                        
8.                        
9.                        
10.                      

11.                      
12.                      
13.                      
14.                      
15.                      
16.                      
17.                      

18.                      
19.                      
20.                      
21.                      
22.                      
23.                      

Name                           
Look at the jumbled words in the passage. 
Then write the correct words on the right. 



                                
Dhenuka (Teacher’s copy)

	 “Balarama and Krishna!” said their neidfsr Sridama,	 	 1	  friends 
	 Subala and Stokakrsna. “You can kill enosdm! We see	 	 2	  demons 
	 Balarama’s strong rsam. The Dhenuka demon is in a	 	 3	  arms 
	 donkey shape. He is in the Tala rsoeft. Dhenuka and his	 	 4	  forest 
	 demon friends are very cryas. All the other animals and the	 5	  scary 
	 birds have left the Tala Forest. No plepoe go there. But	 	 6	  people 
	 now the fruits are ready to eta. They are ripe. We can smell	 7	  eat 
	 how weset they are even though we are far away. There	 	 8	  sweet 
	 must be lots of ripe fruit on the eerts and the ground. Would	 9	  trees 
	 you go there and kill tsohe demons?”	 	 	 	 	 10	  those 
	
	 Krishna and Balarama lseimd. They wanted to make their		 11	  smiled 
	 friends hpayp. They went with the boys to the Tala Forest.	 12	  happy 
	 Balarama yanked the trees there. He pulled them arhd. All	 13	  hard 
	 the fruits fell down and made a lot of oines. The Dhenuka		 14	  noise 
	 demon got dma. He ran to Balarama. He was very heavy.		 15	  mad 
	 His running sookh lots of trees. It was as if there was a	 	 16	  shook 
	 storm in the frotes.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 17	  forest 
	
	 The Dhenuka demon kicked Balarama’s sthec with his	 	 18	  chest 
	 back legs. Balarama didn’t ays anything and just stood	 	 19	  say 
	 there. Then Dhenuka kicked Balarama drerah. Balarama	 	 20	  harder 
	 then used one hand to grab the demon’s elg. He spun the	 	 21	  leg 
	 demon in a circle and then rtewh him into the biggest tree.	 22	  threw 
	 The tree fell onto roeth trees that fell down, too.	 	 	 23	  other 



Name: ________________

Dhenukasura
Look at the meanings below. Can you find the words? Draw a circle around the words in the passage. 
Then write them next to the correct meaning.

One bright beautiful day, Krishna, Balarama and Their cowherd boyfriends were playing in the forest.  
The cowherd boys were feeling hungry and they began to speak to the brothers.  “Dear Balarama, You 
are very powerful, Your arms are very strong.  Dear Krishna, You are very expert in killing all kinds of 
dmons.  Just near this place is a forest named Talavana.  This forest is full of palm trees and all the trees 
are filled with fruits, some are falling on the ground and some are ripe on the trees.

“It is a very nice place but because of the demon Dhenukasura, we cannot go there.  This demon takes 
the form of an ass and he has many ass-shaped friends.  All of them are very strong so we cannot get to 
the trees to pick the fruits.  Not even animals go to that forest, no birds sleep there.  Everyone is afraid of 
the demon.

“Except for You two, no one can enter that forest.  We are desiring to taste those sweet fruits.  Dear 
Balarama and Krishna, let us go there and enjoy those fruits.”

Krishna and Balarama were happy to please Their boyfriends.  Together they went into the Talavana 
forest.  As soon as they entered the forest, Balarama began to yank the trees, just like a strong elephant.  
Because of this jerking, all of the ripe fruits fell onto the ground. Upon hearing the sound of the boys and 
the falling fruits, Dhenukasura began to run through the forest, shaking the ground and the trees.  The 
demon attacked Balarama and began to kick his chest with his back legs.

At first, Balarama didn’t say anything but as Dhenukasura kicked Him more and more, Balarama caught 
one of his back legs and wheeled him around in the sky.  He then threw the demon into the treetops.  
While he was being thrown around by Balarama, the demon lost his life. When Balarama threw Dhenu-
kasura into the treetops, his body was so heavy that it knocked down several trees.  Those trees knocked 
down other trees as well.  It looked like a great wind had passed through the forest and had blown down 
all of the trees.

When Dhenukasura was dead, all of his demon friends came to kill Krishna and Balarama caught each of 
the asses by the back legs and wheeled him around.  They killed all of the demons by throwing them into 
the palm trees. Hearing of this great feat, the demigods began to shower flowers on the two brothers and 
beat drums in happiness.

	
	 1	 powerful	 possessing great 		
				    strength

	 2	 ______	 having special skill

	 3	 ________	 longing for

	 4	 _______	 sudden pulling

	 5	 ________	 acted against

	

	 6	 _______	 many

	 7	 _______	 circular motion

	 8	 _______	 noteworthy acheive		
				    ment

	 9	 _______	 the name of the forest

	 10	 ______	 frightened



Name: ________________

Look at the meanings below. Can you find the words? Draw a circle around the
words in the passage. Then write them next to the correct meaning.

Dhenukasura (Teacher’s copy)

One bright beautiful day, Krishna, Balarama and Their cowherd boyfriends were playing in the forest.  The 
cowherd boys were feeling hungry and they began to speak to the brothers.  “Dear Balarama, You are very 
powerful, Your arms are very strong.  Dear Krishna, You are very expert in killing all kinds of demons.  
Just near this place is a forest named Talavana.  This forest is full of palm trees and all the trees are filled 
with fruits, some are falling on the ground and some are ripe on the trees.
 “It is a very nice place but because of the demon Dhenukasura, we cannot go there.  This demon takes the 
form of an ass and he has many ass-shaped friends.  All of them are very strong so we cannot get to the 
trees to pick the fruits.  Not even animals go to that forest, no birds sleep there.  Everyone is afraid of the 
demon.
“Except for You two, no one can enter that forest.  We are desiring to taste those sweet fruits.  Dear Balara-
ma and Krishna, let us go there and enjoy those fruits.”
Krishna and Balarama were happy to please Their boyfriends.  Together they went into the Talavana forest.  
As soon as they entered the forest, Balarama began to yank the trees, just like a strong elephant.  Because 
of this jerking, all of the ripe fruits fell onto the ground.
Upon hearing the sound of the boys and the falling fruits, Dhenukasura began to run through the forest, 
shaking the ground and the trees.  The demon attacked Balarama and began to kick his chest with his back 
legs.
At first, Balarama didn’t say anything but as Dhenukasura kicked Him more and more, Balarama caught 
one of his back legs and wheeled him around in the sky.  He then threw the demon into the treetops.  While 
he was being thrown around by Balarama, the demon lost his life.
When Balarama threw Dhenukasura into the treetops, his body was so heavy that it knocked down several 
trees.  Those trees knocked down other trees as well.  It looked like a great wind had passed through the 
forest and had blown down all of the trees.
When Dhenukasura was dead, all of his demon friends came to kill Krishna and Balarama caught each of 
the asses by the back legs and wheeled him around.  They killed all of the demons by throwing them into 
the palm trees.
Hearing of this great feat, the demigods began to shower flowers on the two brothers and beat drums in 
happiness.

	 1	 powerful	 possessing great strength

	 2	 expert		  having special skill

	 3	 desiring	 longing for

	 4	 jerking		 sudden pulling

	 5	 attacked	 acted against

	 6	 several		 many
		
	 7	 wheeled	 circular motion

	 8	 feat		  noteworthy acheivement

	 9	 talavan		 the name of the forest



Name: ________________

Find the words hidden in the grid. Use the clues below to help you. 
 Dhenukasura 

 
 o z v u i x k y q h p n

 o p o  
 m k w q z x s m l t r e

 z r p  
 p c f n d e s i r i n g

 j n h  
 e q m j q l t w h e e l

 e d l  
 x q n f d p c u z s b f

 j a y  
 p j p o w e r f u l h a

 e d w  
 e j j q k v z f o q v f

 r d u  
 r i y l v k h v v i f r

 k i q  
 t g r p k n e f l d s a

 i m i  
 g j c r v z j o i l e i

 n q h  
 a t t a c k e d u h v d

 g q w  
 f i b j w j h u l g e s

 g z d  
 e w v n x r c r s t r a

 x h j  
 a e t d d f n f v p a h

 o g l  
 t w t a l a v a n r l m

 w h o  



 

1 possessing great strength 

2 having special skill 

3 longing for 

4 sudden pulling 

5 acted against 

6 many 

7 circular motion 

8 noteworthy acheivement 

9 the name of the forest 

10 frightened 



Name: ________________

Find the words hidden in the grid. Use the clues below to help you. 
Dhenukasura (Teacher's copy) 

 
 o z v u i x k y q h p n

 o p o  
 m k w q z x s m l t r e

 z r p  
 p c f n d e s i r i n g

 j n h  
 e q m j q l t w h e e l

 e d l  
 x q n f d p c u z s b f

 j a y  
 p j p o w e r f u l h a

 e d w  
 e j j q k v z f o q v f

 r d u  
 r i y l v k h v v i f r

 k i q  
 t g r p k n e f l d s a

 i m i  
 g j c r v z j o i l e i

 n q h  
 a t t a c k e d u h v d

 g q w  
 f i b j w j h u l g e s

 g z d  
 e w v n x r c r s t r a

 x h j  
 a e t d d f n f v p a h

 o g l  
 t w t a l a v a n r l m

 w h o  



 

1 possessing great strength 
 powerful 
2 having special skill 
 expert 
3 longing for 
 desiring 
4 sudden pulling 
 jerking 
5 acted against 
 attacked 
6 many 
 several 
7 circular motion 
 wheeled 
8 noteworthy acheivement 
 feat 
9 the name of the forest 
 talavan 
10 frightened 
 afraid 



Krsna had killed some of Dvivida’s demon friends. Dvivida became very angry. He 
decided to make mischief in the country. He set fires in villages and towns. He made 
big waves in the sea. Then the water flooded the cities.

Dvivida Gorilla

He would also pass the urine and stool in sacrificial places. He kidnapped people and 
put them in caves. Then he closed the entrance with stones so they couldn’t get out.

Sometimes he heard very nice melodies from a mountain called Raivataka. Balarama 
was singing and dancing with young girls there. They wore beautiful clothes and gar-
lands. Balarama was drinking a honey and his eyes were rolling.

Sometimes he heard very nice melodies from a mountain called Raivataka. Balarama 
was singing and dancing with young girls there. They wore beautiful clothes and gar-
lands. Balarama was drinking a honey and his eyes were rolling.

Lord Balarama became angry. He is very strong. He picked up a stone. He threw it at 
Dvivida. But Dvivida got out of the way and didn’t get hit. In return, Dvivida wanted 
to insult Lord Balarama. So Dvivida stole Balarama’s earthen pot with the honey in it. 
Then he tore the clothes off Lord Balarama and the girls. 



Lord Balarama thought about all the terrible things Dvivida did. He decided to kill 
Dvivida and so He picked up his club. Dvivida uprooted a big tree to use for his own 
club. Then he hit Balarama’s head. But Balarama grabbed the tree. He took his club 
and started to hit the gorilla’s head which started to bleed.

Then Dvivida uprooted another tree. He tried to hit Lord Balarama again. But strong 
Balarama tore that tree to pieces. Dvivida took another tree. But Lord Balarama tore it 
to pieces, too. Then Dvivida took another tree and then another. When no more trees 
were left on the mountain, Dvivida picked up pieces of stone. He threw them like rain-
fall on Balarama’s body. 

Balarama smashed the stones into little pebbles. The gorilla couldn’t find more trees 
and stones. So he started to shake his fists and beat Balarama’s chest. Now Lord 
Balarama became really angry! He put down his weapons and hit Dvivida’s collar-
bone with his fists. Dvivida threw up blood and fell down dead. 

After this, the saintly persons from higher planets came. They said, “All glories to Lord 
Balarama!” They showered flowers on Him. Then Balarama returned to Dvaraka.



“Say It”

In your group ask the person on your right side a question from the boxes. You 
might say A2 and the person to your right tells all the bad things Dvivida did or 
C3 and you imagine you are Dvivida and say why you are angry. Go around the 
group until everyone has had at least one turn. You can ask the same question 
more than once. The group size could be between 4-6. You could also do a “Say 
it” just with one other person such as your Mum or Dad or a brother or sister.

A1 
You are Dvivida.

Why was Balaram 
upset with you?

A2
What bad things 
did Dvivida do?

A3
You are one of the 
Gopis. 

How did you feel 
when Dvivida 
showed his teeth?

B2
You are Balarama

Why did you get 
upset with Dvivi-
da?

B1
Strength

How did Balarama 
show His strength?

B3
What would you 
do if big waves 
were flooding into 
your city?

C2
Sound
What sounds make 
you feel horrible?

C1
Stranger Danger

What would you 
do if an adult was 
making you feel 

C3
You are Dvivida

Why did you get 
angry?



Name________________

Look at the jumbled words in the passage. Then write the correct words on the right.

Forest Fun

Balarma and Krishna take care of the little vaclse. Now that		  1	  calves 
they are six years old, they ttsar to take care of cows.			   2	 ________
Krishna and Balrama’s ftnripsoto are all over the land of		  3	 ________
Vrindavana. Their feet have ialsepc marks that show on the		  4	 ________
ground. The trees are heavy with big tusfir and lots of			   5	 ________
flowers. The heavy trees bend down to uchot Krishna and		  6	 ________
Balarama’s ftee.										         7	 ________
	
All the boys sing. Bsdri are singing, too. Even the bees			  8	 ________
sing! Sometimes the boys make bee udosns to sing along		  9	 ________
with the bees. Sometimes they boys make swan sosnei or		  10	 ________
dance like peacocks. Oh, how they all uaghl to see Krishna		  11	 ________
move his neck like a cackoep!							       12	 ________
	
The boys feel so happy when Krishna asllc the name of			  13	 ________
each cow. He svleo the cows so much! The cows moo			   14	 ________
back to Krishna. There are also rseugdona animals like			  15	 ________
lions and tigers in the forest. The boys teenpdr they are			  16	 ________
deer running away from the tigers. They aren’t really daiafr		  17	 ________
with Krishna and Balarama to take arec of them.				    18	 ________
	
Balarama gets editr and lies on a boy’s lap. Krishna			   19	 ________
massages Balarama’s feet. teSmoemsi he takes a big leaf		  20	 ________
to fan Balarama. When Balarama is resting, the hetor boys		  21	 ________
sing, dance, wtrslee and jump. Krishna plays with them, too.		 22	 ________
	
Then Balarama nshseiif resting and Krishna is tired.			   23	 ________
Krishna lies on a boy’s lap or a tree root. A boy assmaseg		  24	 ________
Krishna’s feet and other boys sing with sweet sievco.			   25	 ________
Krishna gets up, then, abesceu he’s not tired anymore. In		  26	 ________
this way, Yogamaya emad it seem that the Supreme Lord,		  27	     _______
Krishna, and his oansenpxi, Balarama, were simple village boys.	 28	



                               
		  The Glories of Lord Balarama

	
	 The flame of one candle can hilgt many other candles. But	 	 1	  light 
	 all candles then burn with the asme amount of fire. In a	 	 2	 ________
	 similar way, Lord Krishna pxedsna Himself into many other	 3	 ________
	 forms. Lord Krishna is the fitrs candle. The second one, lit	 4	 ________
	 by the first, is Lord alaarBam. It is said that Lord Balarama	 5	 ________
	 is Krishna’s descno body. Lord Balarama is Krishna’s first	 6	 ________
	 expansion.
	
	 Lord Balarama expands Himself to other fmosr. All the	 	 7	 ________
	 forms are meant to revse Krishna. One of them is Lord	 	 8	 ________
	 Sankarsana. He helps ihnrsaK in his pastimes and to	 	 9	 ________
	 create the material wrldo. In the form of Lord Sesa, he	 	 10	 ________
	 helps Krishna in many other ways. He is Krishna’s ebd,	 	 11	 ________
	 shoes, and umbrella.
	
	 Then in the form of Maha-Vishnu, he slie in the Causal	 	 12	 ________
	 Ocean. All the material universes ster in Him. When he	 	 13	 ________
	 breathes out, the universes go out of his dyob. When he	 	 14	 ________
	 etbhraes in, they go into his body. Maha-Vishnu expands	 	 15	 ________
	 into many Garbodakasayi Vishnus. Each of them eesntr	 	 16	 ________
	 one universe. He slie on the water of the universe with	 	 17	 ________
	 Sesa as His bed. From His navel grows a lotus lefrow. On		 18	 ________
	 the lotus flower Lord hmrBaa is born. In the stem of that	 	 19	 ________
	 lotus flower aer all the planets.	 	 	 	 	 	 20	 ________
	
	 Garbodakasayi Vishnu ainga expands as the Supersoul.	 	 21	 ________
	 He lies on the ocean of kiml. This ocean is on the	 	 	 22	 ________
	 Vaikuntha planet that is in each universe. He is in the heatr	 23	 ________
	 of all living beings. He watches our cniaots. He gives us	 	 24	 ________
	 intelligence, knowledge, and eslnosufgefrt.	 	 	 	 25	 ________

1.  light               
2.                        
3.                        
4.                        
5.                        
6.                        

7.                        
8.                        
9.                        
10.                      
11.                      

12.                      
13.                      
14.                      
15.                      
16.                      
17.                      
18.                      
19.                      
20.                      

21.                      
22.                      
23.                      
24.                      
25.                      

Name                           
Look at the jumbled words in the passage. 
Then write the correct words on the right. 



The Glories of Lord Balarama. (Teacher’s copy)

	 The flame of one candle can hilgt many other candles. But	 1	  light 
	 all candles then burn with the asme amount of fire. In a	 	 2	  same 
	 similar way, Lord Krishna pxedsna Himself into many other	 3	  expands 
	 forms. Lord Krishna is the fitrs candle. The second one, lit	 4	  first 
	 by the first, is Lord alaarBam. It is said that Lord Balarama	 5	  Balarama 
	 is Krishna’s descno body. Lord Balarama is Krishna’s first	 6	  second 
	 expansion.
	
	 Lord Balarama expands Himself to other fmosr. All the	 	 7	  forms 
	 forms are meant to revse Krishna. One of them is Lord	 	 8	  serve 
	 Sankarsana. He helps ihnrsaK in his pastimes and to	 	 9	  Krishna 
	 create the material wrldo. In the form of Lord Sesa, he	 	 10	  world 
	 helps Krishna in many other ways. He is Krishna’s ebd,	 	 11	  bed 
	 shoes, and umbrella.
	
	 Then in the form of Maha-Vishnu, he slie in the Causal	 	 12	  lies 
	 Ocean. All the material universes ster in Him. When he	 	 13	  rest 
	 breathes out, the universes go out of his dyob. When he	 	 14	  body 
	 etbhraes in, they go into his body. Maha-Vishnu expands	 	 15	  breathes 
	 into many Garbodakasayi Vishnus. Each of them eesntr	 	 16	  enters 
	 one universe. He slie on the water of the universe with	 	 17	  lies 
	 Sesa as His bed. From His navel grows a lotus lefrow. On		 18	  flower 
	 the lotus flower Lord hmrBaa is born. In the stem of that	 	 19	  Brahma 
	 lotus flower aer all the planets.	 	 	 	 	 	 20	  are 
	
	 Garbodakasayi Vishnu ainga expands as the Supersoul.	 	 21	  again 
	 He lies on the ocean of kiml. This ocean is on the	 	 	 22	  milk 
	 Vaikuntha planet that is in each universe. He is in the heatr	 23	  heart 
	 of all living beings. He watches our cniaots. He gives us	 	 24	  actions 
	 intelligence, knowledge, and eslnosufgefrt.	 	 	 	 25	  forgetfulness 



Name: ________________

   Look at the meanings below. Can you find the words? Draw a circle around the 
  words in the passage. Then write them next to the correct meaning. 

The Marraige of Samba. 

Duryodhana had a daughter named Laksmana. He wanted her to marry. She had lot of nice qualities. 

Because she was a princess, she could choose the husband she wanted. A svayamvara ceremony was 

held where she could pick the man she wanted. Krishna’s son Samba was at that ceremony. But she did 

not want to marry him. 

Samba decided to kidnap Laksmana. Her family, the Kurus, became angry. They wanted to teach him a 

lesson. 

Samba was a very strong warrior. He could fight with many other warriors at once. The Kurus decided to 

arrest him even though they knew that Samba’s family members would come and fight to get Him back. 

The Kurus thought, “The Yadus can’t beat us in battle.” Six big warriors of the Kuru dynasty assembled—

Karna, Sala, Bhurisrava, Yajnaketu and Duryodhana. Each of the six was as strong as a Samba. 

Therefore it was not fair. 

Samba took his bow. Karna was challenging him to fight. So Samba stood before them alone. They 

showered him with arrows. Samba became very angry. As a son of Krishna, he was very talented warrior. 

He struck each of their charioteers with six separate arrows. With more arrows he killed the horses. The 

Kurus appreciated his talent. But they wanted to defeat him. So they killed his horses, they cut the string 

of the bow and broke his chariot to pieces. Then they arrested him. 

Samba’s family members, the Yadus heard the story from Narada. They wanted to fight the Kurus. But 

Lord Balarama wanted peace. So he thought, “I will go in Hastinapur, where the Kurus live. When they will 

release Samba and Laksmana, there will be no fight.” 

Balarama, along with brahmanas and older family members, came to the door of Hastinapur. It was the 

main town of Kurus. He did not go in. He stayed in a camp outside. Uddhava went into the city. He met 

with the Kurus and asked them to come and talk to Balarama about Samba and Laksmana. The Kurus 

were happy that Balarama was there. Especially Bhisma and Duryodhana liked Balarama a lot. The Kurus 

went to Balarama’s camp. They paid him their obeisances and gave Him gifts. Lord Balarama said: “You 

improperly fought with Samba who was alone, and you arrested him. Please release him and his wife 

Laksmana. Bring them here.” 

When the Kurus heard Balarama giving orders, they became angry. They said: "Our family, the Kurus, 

gave your Yadu family position and kingdom. Before that you had nothing. And now you are taking 

advantage of it! Now the Yadus want to order us!" 



Lord Balarama patiently heard their insulting words. He was burning with anger. He laughed very loudly. 

Then he said, “I took trouble to come here. Krishna and the Yadus wanted to fight with you. I wanted 

peace. You are proud of your family and opulence. You are not behaving correctly! Therefore I have to 

punish you! The Yadu family is stronger than you!” 

Lord Balarama stood up. He took his plow and began striking the earth with it. He separated the whole 

city of Hastinapur from the earth. Then he pulled it towards the Ganges River. This pulling made a big 

earthquake in the city. When the Kuru members saw it, they brought their daughter Laksmana along with 

Samba. They said, "Please excuse us!" Balarama forgave them. 

Actually the Kurus were pleased when Samba fought with them. They could see that he was really a 

good husband for Laksmana. They had wanted to see his power. So they arrested him. They also wanted 

to see Balarama’s power. 

At the wedding, Duryodhana gave his daughter Laksmana many gifts as a big dowry. Balarama was 

satisfied. Then he returned back to Dvaraka with the married couple. In Dvaraka he told this story to the 

citizens. 

 

 

1 qualities nature, characteristics 

2 ___________ valued 

3 ___________ to sumons to take part in a contest, or prove 
  something 

4 _______ an experienced fighter 

5 ______ ability 

6 _______ set free 

7 _________ to wait with tolerance 

8 ________ riches, wealth 

9 _________ being in a better postion 

10 _________ arranged in order 



Name: ________________

Look at the meanings below. Can you find the words? Draw a circle around the 
words in the passage. Then write them next to the correct meaning. 

The Marraige of Samba. (Teacher's copy) 

Duryodhana had a daughter named Laksmana. He wanted her to marry. She had lot of nice qualities. 

Because she was a princess, she could choose the husband she wanted. A svayamvara ceremony was 

held where she could pick the man she wanted. Krishna’s son Samba was at that ceremony. But she did 

not want to marry him. 

Samba decided to kidnap Laksmana. Her family, the Kurus, became angry. They wanted to teach him a 

lesson. 

Samba was a very strong warrior. He could fight with many other warriors at once. The Kurus decided to 

arrest him even though they knew that Samba’s family members would come and fight to get Him back. 

The Kurus thought, “The Yadus can’t beat us in battle.” Six big warriors of the Kuru dynasty assembled—

Karna, Sala, Bhurisrava, Yajnaketu and Duryodhana. Each of the six was as strong as a Samba. 

Therefore it was not fair. 

Samba took his bow. Karna was challenging him to fight. So Samba stood before them alone. They 

showered him with arrows. Samba became very angry. As a son of Krishna, he was very talented warrior. 

He struck each of their charioteers with six separate arrows. With more arrows he killed the horses. The 

Kurus appreciated his talent. But they wanted to defeat him. So they killed his horses, they cut the string 

of the bow and broke his chariot to pieces. Then they arrested him. 

Samba’s family members, the Yadus heard the story from Narada. They wanted to fight the Kurus. But 

Lord Balarama wanted peace. So he thought, “I will go in Hastinapur, where the Kurus live. When they will 

release Samba and Laksmana, there will be no fight.” 

Balarama, along with brahmanas and older family members, came to the door of Hastinapur. It was the 

main town of Kurus. He did not go in. He stayed in a camp outside. Uddhava went into the city. He met 

with the Kurus and asked them to come and talk to Balarama about Samba and Laksmana. The Kurus 

were happy that Balarama was there. Especially Bhisma and Duryodhana liked Balarama a lot. The Kurus 

went to Balarama’s camp. They paid him their obeisances and gave Him gifts. Lord Balarama said: “You 

improperly fought with Samba who was alone, and you arrested him. Please release him and his wife 

Laksmana. Bring them here.” 

When the Kurus heard Balarama giving orders, they became angry. They said: "Our family, the Kurus, 

gave your Yadu family position and kingdom. Before that you had nothing. And now you are taking 

advantage of it! Now the Yadus want to order us!" 



Lord Balarama patiently heard their insulting words. He was burning with anger. He laughed very loudly. 

Then he said, “I took trouble to come here. Krishna and the Yadus wanted to fight with you. I wanted 

peace. You are proud of your family and opulence. You are not behaving correctly! Therefore I have to 

punish you! The Yadu family is stronger than you!” 

Lord Balarama stood up. He took his plow and began striking the earth with it. He separated the whole 

city of Hastinapur from the earth. Then he pulled it towards the Ganges River. This pulling made a big 

earthquake in the city. When the Kuru members saw it, they brought their daughter Laksmana along with 

Samba. They said, "Please excuse us!" Balarama forgave them. 

Actually the Kurus were pleased when Samba fought with them. They could see that he was really a 

good husband for Laksmana. They had wanted to see his power. So they arrested him. They also wanted 

to see Balarama’s power. 

At the wedding, Duryodhana gave his daughter Laksmana many gifts as a big dowry. Balarama was 

satisfied. Then he returned back to Dvaraka with the married couple. In Dvaraka he told this story to the 
citizens. 

1 qualities nature, characteristics 

2 appreciated valued 

3 challenging to sumons to take part in a contest, or prove 
  something 

4 warrior an experienced fighter 

5 talent ability 

6 release set free 

7 patiently to wait with tolerance 

8 opulence riches, wealth 

9 advantage being in a better postion 

10 assembled arranged in order 



                                                    Pralamba

	 Krishna and Balarama played with the ehwdrco boys in the	 1	  cowherd 
	 forest. They played hide and seek. They threw firut that was	 2	 ________
	 shaped like balls. They would swing under the erset.	 	 	 3	 ________
	
	 One day one of the cowherd boys ysatde home. The	 	 	 4	 ________
	 demon Pralamba ktoo the shape of that boy and joined the	 5	 ________
	 games. Krishna nerdeetpd he didn’t know the boy was	 	 	 6	 ________
	 really a omden.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 7	 ________
	
	 “It is good you are here to ylpa with us,” Krishna said. Then	 8	 ________
	 Krishna asked all the boys to play in aiprs. Each pair of	 	 	 9	 ________
	 boys was etsrnwilg. One boy in each pair was on Krishna’s	 10	 ________
	 team, and oen was on Balarama’s team. Balarama’s team	 	 	 11	 ________
	 won. The boys who won dero on the shoulders of the boys	 12	 ________
	 who lost. Krishna lost, so he rcaedir Sridama. Pralamba	 	 	 13	 ________
	 demon also tols, and he carried Balarama.	 	 	 	 	 14	 ________
	
	 Pralamba took Balarama far away from Krishna. He kwen	 15	 ________
	 that Krishna is the most fuolewpr. Then Pralamba showed	 16	 ________
	 his lrea form. His body got tall as the clouds. His eyes	 	 	 17	 ________
	 looked like rief. His teeth were sharp. Balarama thought,	 	 	 18	 ________
	 “How did this boy chegan like this?” Then Balarama	 	 	 19	 ________
	 dnsordueto that the boy was really a demon.	 	 	 	 	 20	 ________
	
	 Balarama uhenpcd Pralamba’s head. Pralamba died with	 	 	 21	 ________
	 his mouth bleeding. He fell with a huge einso. All the boys	 22	 ________
	 ran over to Balarama. “Well enod!” they said and hugged		 	 23	 ________
	 him. The demigods wreht flowers from the sky. Both the	 	 	 24	 ________
	 boys and the demigods sbeldes Balarama.	 	 	 	 	 25	 ________
 

1. cowherd         
2.                        
3.                        
4.                        
5.                        
6.                        
7.                        
8.                        

9.                        
10.                      
11.                      
12.                      
13.                      
14.                      
15.                      

16.                      
17.                      
18.                      
19.                      
20.                      
21.                      

22.                      
23.                      
24.                      
25.                      
26.                      

Name                           
Look at the jumbled words in the passage. 
Then write the correct words on the right. 



Pralamba (Teacher’s copy)

	 Krishna and Balarama played with the ehwdrco boys in the	 1	  cowherd 
	 forest. They played hide and seek. They threw firut that was	 2	  fruit 
	 shaped like balls. They would swing under the erset.	 	 3	  trees 
	
	 One day one of the cowherd boys ysatde home. The		  4	  stayed 
	 demon Pralamba ktoo the shape of that boy and joined the	 5	  took 
	 games. Krishna nerdeetpd he didn’t know the boy was	 	 6	  pretended 
	 really a omden.								        7	  demon 
	
	 “It is good you are here to ylpa with us,” Krishna said. Then	 8	  play 
	 Krishna asked all the boys to play in aiprs. Each pair of		  9	  pairs 
	 boys was etsrnwilg. One boy in each pair was on Krishna’s	 10	  wres	 	 	
	 tling team, and oen was on Balarama’s team. Balarama’s team	 11	  one 
	 won. The boys who won dero on the shoulders of the boys	 12	  rode 
	 who lost. Krishna lost, so he rcaedir Sridama. Pralamba	 	 13	  carried 
	 demon also tols, and he carried Balarama.	 	 	 	 14	  lost 
	
	 Pralamba took Balarama far away from Krishna. He kwen	 15	  knew 
	 that Krishna is the most fuolewpr. Then Pralamba showed	 16	  power	 	
	 ful his lrea form. His body got tall as the clouds. His eyes		 17	  real 
	 looked like rief. His teeth were sharp. Balarama thought,	 	 18	  fire 
	 “How did this boy chegan like this?” Then Balarama	 	 19	  change 
	 dnsordueto that the boy was really a demon.	 	 	 	 20	  understood 
	
	 Balarama uhenpcd Pralamba’s head. Pralamba died with	 	 21	  punched 
	 his mouth bleeding. He fell with a huge einso. All the boys	 22	  noise 
	 ran over to Balarama. “Well enod!” they said and hugged		 23	  done 
	 him. The demigods wreht flowers from the sky. Both the	 	 24	  threw 
	 boys and the demigods sbeldes Balarama.	 	 	 	 25	  blessed 



Name: ________________

Write one word in each gap. The first one is done for you.

Pralamba
	
Krishna and Balarama played with (1) the  cowherd boys in the forest. They played 
hide and seek. They threw fruit that was shaped (2)  balls. They 
would swing (3)  the trees.
	
One day one of the cowherd boys stayed (4)  The demon Pralamba 
took the shape of that (5)  and joined the games. Krishna pretended 
he didn’t know the boy was really (6)  demon.

“It is good you are here to play (7)  us,” Krishna said. Then Krishna 
asked all the boys to play in pairs. Each (8)  of boys was wres-
tling. One boy in each pair was on Krishna’s team, and one was on Balarama’s (9)

. Balarama’s team won. The boys who won rode on the shoulders of 
the boys (10)  lost. Krishna lost, so (11)  carried Sri-
dama. Pralamba demon also lost, and he (12)  Balarama.
	
Pralamba took Balarama far away (13)  Krishna. He knew that Krish-
na is the most powerful. Then Pralamba showed (14)  real form. His 
body got tall as the clouds. His eyes looked like fire. His (15)  were 
sharp. Balarama thought, “How did this (16)  change like this?” Then 
Balarama understood that the boy was really a (17) .
	
Balarama punched Pralamba’s head. Pralamba (18)  with his 
mouth bleeding. He fell with a (19)  noise. All the boys ran over 
to Balarama. “Well done!” they said and hugged him. The demigods threw (20)

 from the sky. Both the boys (21)  the demigods 
blessed Balarama.
 
	



Name: ________________
 
The first half of each sentence is on the left. Can you find the second half on the 
right? 

Pralamba 

1 “It is good you are here to b a carried Sridama. 

2 Then Krishna asked all the __ b play with us,” Krishna said. 

3 Each pair of boys was __ c wrestling. 

4 One boy in each pair was on __ d won. 
 Krishna’s team, and one was    

5 Balarama’s team __ e of the boys who lost. 

6 The boys who won rode on __ f on Balarama’s team. 
 the shoulders    

7 Krishna lost, so he __ g lost, and he carried Balarama. 

8 Pralamba demon also __ h boys to play in pairs. 



Name: ________________

The first half of each sentence is on the left. Can you find the second half on 
the right? 

Pralamba (Teacher's copy) 

1 “It is good you are here to b a carried Sridama. 

2 Then Krishna asked all the h b play with us,” Krishna said. 

3 Each pair of boys was c c wrestling. 

4 One boy in each pair was on f d won. 
 Krishna’s team, and one was    

5 Balarama’s team d e of the boys who lost. 

6 The boys who won rode on e f on Balarama’s team. 
 the shoulders    

7 Krishna lost, so he a g lost, and he carried Balarama. 

8 Pralamba demon also g h boys to play in pairs. 



Name: ________________

  The first half of each sentence is on the left. Can you find the second half on  
 the right? 

Pralamba 

1 Pralamba took Balarama far c a real form. 

2 He knew that Krishna is the __ b change like this? 

3 Then Pralamba showed his __ c away from Krishna. 

4 His body got tall __ d most powerful. 

5 His eyes looked __ e were sharp. 

6 His teeth __ f really a demon. 

7 Balarama thought, “How did __ g as the clouds. 
 this boy    

8 ” Then Balarama understood __ h like fire. 
 that the boy was    



Name: ________________

The first half of each sentence is on the left. Can you find the second half on 
the right? 

Pralamba (Teacher's copy) 

1 Pralamba took Balarama far c a real form. 

2 He knew that Krishna is the d b change like this? 

3 Then Pralamba showed his a c away from Krishna. 

4 His body got tall g d most powerful. 

5 His eyes looked h e were sharp. 

6 His teeth e f really a demon. 

7 Balarama thought, “How did b g as the clouds. 
 this boy    

8 ” Then Balarama understood f h like fire. 
 that the boy was    



Name: ________________

The first half of each sentence is on the left. Can you find the second half on the 
right? 

Pralamba 

1 Balarama punched a a Pralamba’s head. 

2 Pralamba died __ b flowers from the sky. 

3 He fell with a __ c hugged him. 

4 All the boys ran __ d with his mouth bleeding. 

5 “Well __ e over to Balarama. 

6 ” they said and __ f huge noise. 

7 The demigods threw __ g demigods blessed Balarama. 

8 Both the boys and the __ h done! 



Name: ________________

The first half of each sentence is on the left. Can you find the second half on 
the right? 

Pralamba (Teacher's copy) 

1 Balarama punched a a Pralamba’s head. 

2 Pralamba died d b flowers from the sky. 

3 He fell with a f c hugged him. 

4 All the boys ran e d with his mouth bleeding. 

5 “Well h e over to Balarama. 

6 ” they said and c f huge noise. 

7 The demigods threw b g demigods blessed Balarama. 

8 Both the boys and the g h done! 



Name: ________________

    The first half of each sentence is on the left. Can you find the second half on 
the right? 

Pralamba 

1 Krishna and Balarama played e a and seek. 
 with    

2 They played hide __ b that boy and joined the games. 

3 They threw fruit that was __ c shaped like balls. 

4 They would swing __ d stayed home. 

5 One day one of the cowherd __ e the cowherd boys in the forest. 
 boys    

6 The demon Pralamba took the __ f under the trees. 
 shape of    

7 Krishna pretended he didn’t __ g boy was really a demon. 
 know the    



Name: ________________

The first half of each sentence is on the left. Can you find the second half on 
the right? 

Pralamba (Teacher's copy) 

1 Krishna and Balarama played e a and seek. 
 with    

2 They played hide a b that boy and joined the games. 

3 They threw fruit that was c c shaped like balls. 

4 They would swing f d stayed home. 

5 One day one of the cowherd d e the cowherd boys in the forest. 
 boys    

6 The demon Pralamba took the b f under the trees. 
 shape of    

7 Krishna pretended he didn’t g g boy was really a demon. 
 know the    



Verb Story 
 
Using the verb lists below, reconstruct the first two paragraphs of the 
story entitled “The Kidnapping of Subhadra” 
 
Paragraph 1: 
 
was visiting 
heard  
wanted 
to marry 
heard 
like 
 
 
Paragraph 2: 
 
wanted 
to marry 
dressed 
came 
recognize 
invited 
were 
looking 
overwhelmed 
attracted 
smiling 
decided 
to marry 
 
 
 




